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Background 

• India was one of Europe’s major international partners in FP7 
SSH programme (2nd amongst Third countries).  

• India’s growing position as a research performing nation - 
investment in science/ technology  

• Strong historical EU-India  links; ad-hoc researcher networks.  

• But research funder collaboration relationships are relatively 
new, especially in social science and humanities. 

• In addressing global societal challenges - global issues require 
global solutions. 

• Issues are fundamentally human in nature - social sciences and 
humanities need to be at the centre of integrated approaches to 
tackling these challenges 

 

 



Objectives of EqUIP? 
Broader and long-term ambition:   

• A pathway to future EU-India Joint Programming. Providing the foundations 
for enhanced multi-lateral cooperation between research funding agencies in 
India and Europe in the social sciences and humanities.  

• Project life-time ambition:  

• Step up EU-India research collaboration by developing a research 
environment for excellent EU-India research collaboration to address 
global societal challenges  

• Mapping and sharing experiences of ongoing collaborative activities. 

• Identifying best practice approaches.   

• Strengthening relationships and foster networking, at funder, researcher 
and project level. 

• Identify challenges for shared research agendas 

• Identify opportunities and priorities for future research collaboration  

 

 



Building on existing EU partner 
relationships on Social Science and 
Humanities 

• Bonn Group - Indian-European 
Research Networking Projects in the Social 
Sciences, promoted by a multi-lateral 
network of social science funding bodies 
ie ESRC, DFG, ANR and NWO) 

 

Humanities in the European Research 
Area (HERA) - partnership of a growing 
number of national humanities funding 
agencies across Europe to create Joint 
Research Programme 

New Opportunities for Research Funding 
Agency Co-operation in Europe (NORFACE) - 
partnership of national research funding 
agencies from 16 European countries in the 
area of social and behavioral sciences. 

Add value to existing relationships - Efforts to strengthen existing 
networks  

Support EU agencies in stepping up 
international collaboration with India 



Current EqUIP Partners  

• Coordinators  
• ICSSR (Indian Council of Social Science Research) 

(India)  
• ESRC (Economic and Social Research Council)(UK)  

 

• Other European Partners: 

• AHRC (UK) 

• AKA (Finland) 

• ANR (France) 

• APRE (Italy) 

• DFG (Germany) 

• DLR (Germany) 

• FCT (Portugal) 

• MIZS (Slovenia) 

• NWO (Netherlands) 

• RCN (Norway) 

• ZSI (Austria) 

 

 

13 partners | 11 countries 

 



Activities to date – Set Up 
• Management, Administration and Communication (WP1) (ESRC, ICSSR, APRE, 

NWO) 

• Focus: establishing the network, reaching out activities, extending the network 

 

• Scoping of Research Areas and Developing Common Frameworks for EU-India 
Research Collaboration (WP2) (ICSSR, AHRC, AKA, DFG, DLR, RCN, ZSI) 

• Focus:  

• Scoping and Mapping existing collaborations  

• Select broad priority themes for a shared EU-India research agenda 

• Identify challenges and developing best practices for EU-India research 
collaboration 

 

• Opportunities and Priorities for Future EU-India Research Collaboration (WP3) 
(ESRC, ICSSR, AHRC, AKA, ANR, APRE, DLR, FCT, MIZS, RCN) 

• Focus:  

• Symposia events to develop the themes with research community and 
selecting priorities for the future 

• Widen the researcher networks.  

 

 



• Now in more outward facing phase, building on scoping work 

• Outreach actions (WP1) 

• In India  - especially with Humanities Funders (Indian Council of 
Historical Research (ICHR); Indian Council of Philosophical 
Research (ICPR); University Grants Commission (UGC)) and 
non- profit realities.  

• In Europe – Commission keen to see more Eastern and Southern 
European  

• Other Capacity Building Funders – (International Development 
Research Centre - IDRC) 

 

• Internal actions: sharing experiences, building models of collaboration (WP2) 

• Joint Learning Workshop – Sept 2015  

• Series of Staff exchanges Sept 2015- Sept 2016   

EQUIP’s coming events/activities of 
interest for EU-India STI collaboration 



Symposia events 2015-16 
6 Thematic Symposia with research community to define mutual research priorities 
(WP3) 

1. Inequalities, Growth and Place/Space (Delhi Oct 2015) 

2. Social Transformation, Cultural Expressions, Cross Cultural Connections and 
Dialogue (Feb 2016) 

3. Digital Archives and Databases as a Source of Mutual Knowledge (Apr 2016) 

4. Power Structures, Conflict Resolution and Social Justice (TBC) 

5. Sustainable Prosperity, Well Being and Innovation (TBC) 

6. Final Symposia Event: Summary/Evaluation (Oct 2016) 



Other Deliverables 

• Policy Briefings: indications for policy makers on area 
where work can be undertaken in the future 

 

• Report on Opportunities and Challenges of Extending the 
Network 

• Best Practice Toolkit/Joint Learning Report 

• Report of Staff Exchange Scheme 

 

• Symposia Reflection Papers  

• Summary Report on Opportunities and Priorities for Future 
Research Collaboration  

• Final Conference  

Funders 

Policy Makers 

Research Community at large 



Co-ordination Team Contacts 

ESRC (Economic and Social Research Council UK) 
• ESRC International Strategy team: equip@esrc.ac.uk  
• Dr Jacqui Karn - Senior European Policy Manager 

jacqui.karn@esrc.ac.uk (Coordinator) 
• Benjamin Sharman - International Policy Officer 

benjjamin.sharman@esrc.ac.uk (WP1 and 2) 
• Helen Dewberry - International Policy Officer 

helen.dewberry@esrc.ac.uk (WP3) 

 

ICSSR (Indian Council of Social Science Research) 
• Dr Reena Marwah Senior Academic Consultant REENA MARWAH 

rmarwahicssr@gmail.com (Coordinator) 
• Mahesh Madhukar Assistant Director, In charge, International 

Collaboration Program madhukar806@gmail.com 
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