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Jyoti  Ranjan Majumdar  

Shri Jyoti Ranjan Majumdar completed his M.Sc. in Statistics from the Kolkata University, India.
Performed  as  Research Officer while posted at CINI-Child in Need Institute (Kolkata, India)   for 
more than ten years at all the Stages (i.e Planning, Designing, Execution, Electronic Data Processing, 
Statistical Analysis, Report Writing and Publishing)  of the various large-scale multi-centric &  
multi-disciplinary Research Project-Studies mainly on the ‘Health & Nutrition of Mother and 
Children below 6-years in relation to the Socio-Economic Constraints’ conducted by the various 
National / International famous Institutes like CINI-Child in Need Institute, UNICEF, WHO, ICMR-
Indian Council of Medical Research, NFI-Nutrition Foundation of India, NIN-National Institute of 
Nutrition (Hyderabad,  India)  , ORG-Operations Research Group (Baroda, India) , AIIMS-All India 

Institute of Medical Sciences, AIIH&PH (All India Institute of Hygiene & Public Health), CMC-Christian Medical College 
(Vellore and  Ludhiana in India), NIPCCD-National Institute of Public Co-Operation & Child Development, India  etc. 
Currently holding the post of Joint Director in the Computer Centre, Ministry of Statistics & Programme Implementation, 
Government of India, have been performing (since 1992) the tasks of Electronic Data Processing / Analysis / Documentation 
/ Web-enabled Archiving & Data Dissemination  of Large Scale Socio-Economic Survey / Census Data using the Latest EDP 
technologies / Software Packages / Languages.
Besides above,  regularly Imparting training to the National / International Statistical Personnel or Social-Scientists or 
Research associates on  the best international standard practices of EDP (Electronic Data Processing) of Big-Database  and  
the techniques of web-enabled Micro/Meta Data Archiving & their Dissemination in an international standard format to 
the global users.

David Martin 

David Martin is a Professor of Geography at the University of Southampton.  His principal 
research areas are in geographical information science, particularly applied to census design 
and population modelling, and policy matters concerning data generation and access.  He is a 
Member of the Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC) and co-director of three major ESRC 
centres - the UK Data Service, National Centre for Research Methds and Administrative Data 
Research Centre for England.

Reena Marwah  

Dr. Reena Marwah, M. Phil; PhD (International Business), Associate Professor, Delhi University and 
Consultant, ICSSR for EqUIP. She has participated as a Team member in a Government of India 
funded two stage research project from 2011-2013 on the documentation of manuscripts related 
to Uzbekistan and its neigbouring countries in the libraries of Aligarh, Rampur, Patna Hyderabad, 
Kolkata and Delhi. As a consultant of the World Bank, UN Women and other organisations, have 
been extensively involved in empirical surveys involving collection, tabulation and analysis of 
qualitative data. She has been a key team member of Oral history projects on China Studies in 
India and South Asia since 2009. She is the founding editor of a bi-annual Journal of Asian Studies 
titled Millennial Asia, published by Sage Publishers. Her research interests include development 

issues of gender, globalization and poverty in addition to bilateral and multilateral relations of Asian countries. She has 
several publications to her credit.

Nafees Meah 

Dr Nafees Meah joined the RCUK India team in October 2012. He was educated as a chemist at 
the Universities of Manchester, Toronto, London and Cambridge and joined the Chief Scientist’s 
Group at the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food in 1988. There he managed research 
programmes on food safety, nutrition and environmental contamination of food. Following that, 
he was a senior policy maker in the Department for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
working on the environmental impact of food production and on climate change and food 
security. Before joining the RCUK India, he was head of science at the Department of Energy and 
Climate Change. He was called to the Bar in 2000 and is a member of Inner Temple. In his current 
role, he is responsible for delivering RCUK’s vision for a stronger and deeper engagement with 

India on research that has impact.
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AGK Menon  

A G Krishna Menon is an architect, urban planner and conservation consultant practicing and 
teaching in Delhi for over 40 years. He co-founded the TVB School of Habitat Studies in New 
Delhi in 1990. He is actively engaged in research and in 2004 drafted the INTACH Charter for 
the Conservation of Unprotected Architectural Heritage and Sites in India.  He is the Convenor 
of INTACH’s Delhi Chapter, where, among other projects they are identifying and recording the 
diverse heritage of the city on a digital platform.

Usha Munshi 

Dr. Usha Mujoo Munshi, a Fulbright Scholar is currently with Indian Institute of Public 
Administration (IIPA).  Prior to joining IIPA, she has served at many prestigious organizations.  In 
the area of digital archives a number of initiatives were taken that includes: (i) digital archiving 
of legacy fellowship records in 1998; creating first journal portal in India by converting all (INSA) 
institutional journals from print to digital (1930s -) and the portal is available for free, unrestricted 
and unlimited use by the research and academic community;  being part of digital library of India 
Project and converting all IIPA rare collection and IIPA Publications in digital forms; (iii) creating 
digital institutional repositories at various institutions; (iv) Edited (alongwith B.B. Chaudhury) 
book on “Multimedia Information Extraction and Digital Heritage Preservation”   brought out by 

World Scientific in 2011,  which is a detailed & distinctive anthology on  various facets of the research issues in the area 
contributed by the world experts; (v) Nominated member for the Steering Committee of IAP (Inter Academy Panel) and  
Task Force on Digital Resources - US National Academy of Sciences, USA (2008-2010);   Co-Chairman, Expert Committee 
for defining policies, standards and guidelines for Digital preservation constituted in 2011 for Centre of Excellence in Digital 
Preservation, C-DAC, Pune - a project of Department of Information Technology, Government of India.

Appasamy Murugaiyan 

Appasamy Murugaiyan, EPHE-UMR 7528 Mondes iranien et indien, Paris. I am a linguist with 
special interest on historical linguistics working mainly on Tamil inscriptions and Classical Tamil 
texts. My interest on database construction was initially motivated by the linguistic analysis.  I 
was led to broaden my objectives and am working on multidisciplinary database and also digital 
preservation of monuments like the Tamil Hero-stone inscriptions which are endangered. I 
contribute to the INFITT (International Forum on Information Technology in Tamil) activities. I 
was a recipient of a grant by EAP – British Library (2015-2016) for the digital preservation of the 
manuscripts of the Jaffna Bishop’s House. 

Jussi Nuorteva  

Dr. Jussi Nuorteva (b. 1954) is Director General of the National Archives of Finland since 2003. He is a 
former Secretary General of the Research Council for Culture and Society at the Academy of Finland 
and Board Member of the University of Turku. He has been Chair of the Governmental Committee 
on Public Information, Board Member of the Finnish Center for Scientific Computing (CSC) and 
the Research Infrastructure Committee of the Academy of Finland. Dr. Nuorteva is also Board 
Member of the Finnish Committee for Research Data and the Research Infrastructure Committee of 
Riksbankens Jubileumsfond (National Bank of Sweden Jubilee Foundation). Dr. Nuorteva is Adjunct 
Professor of the University of Helsinki and author or editor of over 20 monographs mainly on history 
of science and culture. Dr. Nuorteva is also member of the Finnish Academy of Science and Letters.

Aurélie Pachkoff-Singh 

Aurélie Pachkoff-Singh is a Senior Project Manager at APRE, Italy, where she is working on 
different projects related to Science, Technology and Innovation cooperation between Europe 
and India, Canada and the USA. After a Master Degree in European Project Management, her 
previous work experiences include working for CNRS International Relations Office as a European 
Project Manager in charge of International Cooperation projects in Paris and being EURAXESS 
Links India Country representative in Delhi. She was also CNRS representative to the International 
Cooperation (INCO) National Contact Point for FP7 (NCP). She has be the managing coordinator 
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or manager of several EU-funded multilateral projects with India, Russia, Ukraine, Algeria, South Korea, China, Canada, the 
United States and Africa. 

Marco Passarotti  

Marco Passarotti is researcher at Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore (Milan) in the area of 
computational linguistics. A pupil of one of the pioneers of humanities computing, father Roberto 
Busa SJ, his main research interests deal with developing and disseminating language resources 
and NLP tools for Latin. Since 2006, he heads the “”Index Thomisticus”” Treebank project. In 2009, 
he founded the CIRCSE research centre on computational linguistics at Università Cattolica.
Currently, he is Principal Investigator of a FIR-2013 funded project and Coordinator of a Marie 
Sklodowska-Curie Individual Fellowship. He organized and chaired several international scientific 
events. He co-chairs the series of workshops on ‘Corpus-based Research in the Humanities’ 
(CRH). He is author of one book and of about seventy papers published in scientific reviews and 

proceedings of national and international conferences.

Vijay Poonacha Thambanda

Working as a Professor of History since 1996 in Kannada University, Hampi, Karnataka, India.
Worked as a Social Scientist in the Multi- disciplinary Project on Mountain Bio-Diversity of 
Western Ghats (1996-1999) with the collaboration of  Mac Arthur and UNESCO funded Project 
of French Institute of Pondichery. Worked as a Commonwealth Post-Doctoral Fellow in  carrying  
out research project on Separatist and Anti- Separatist Movements in Coorg of South India in 
South Asian Studies, St.Antony’s College, University of Oxford, Oxford. Chairperson, Preparation 
of the Syllabus for the Social Sciences Text Book Committee (V to X Standard), Department of 
State Education Research Training, Department of Primary and Higher Education, Government 
of Karnataka (2006- -2010) DSERT, Government of Karnataka, Bangalore Chairperson, Social 

Sciences Text Book Preparation Committee (VIII Standard), Text Book Society, Government of Karnataka. 2010 2011 Text 
Book Society, Department of Primary and Higher Education, Government of Karnataka, Bangalore.

Riccardo Pozzo  
Riccardo Pozzo received his M.A. at Università di Milano in 1983, his Ph.D. at Universität des 
Saarlandes in 1988, and his Habilitation at Universität Trier in 1995. In 1996 he went to the U.S. to 
teach German Philosophy at the School of Philosophy of the Catholic University of America. In 2003 
he came back to Italy to take up the Chair of the History of Philosophy at the Università di Verona. 
From 2009 to 2012 he was the Director of the Institute for the European Intellectual Lexicon and 
History of Ideas of CNR. Beginning 2013 he is the Director of the Department of Humanities and 
Social Sciences, Cultural Heritage of CNR. Order of Merit of the Federal Republic of Germany 
on ribbon. He was elected a member of the Institut International de Philosophie. He currently 
serves as member of the H2020 Programme Committee Configuration Research Infrastructures 

and of the Scientific Review Group for the Humanities of ESF as well as and chair of the World Congress of Philosophy 
Beijing 2018 program committee. He has published monographs on the Renaissance (Schwabe, 2012), the Enlightenment 
(Frommann-Holzboog, 2000), Kant (Akal, 1998; Lang 1989), and Hegel (La Nuova Italia, 1989). He has edited and co-
edited the proceedings of the 36th Congresso Italiano di Filosofia (Mimesis, 2009) and recently a miscellany on Kant on the 
Unconscious (DeGruyter, 2012) as well as volumes on Dilthey and the methodology of the history of ideas (Meiner, 2010; 
Harrassowitz, 2011; Frommann-Holzboog, 2011), the philosophical academic programs of the German Enlightenment 
(Frommann-Holzboog 2011), intellectual property (Biblioteca di via Senato, 2005), the impact of Aristotelianism on modern 
philosophy (CUA-Press 2003), the lecture catalogues of the University of Königsberg (Frommann-Holzboog, 1999), and 
twentieth-century moral philosophy together with Karl-Otto Apel (Frommann-Holzboog, 1990). He has published in 
the following journals: Ave Maria Law Review, Archiv für Begriffsgeschichte, American Catholic Philosophical Quarterly, 
Berichte zur Wissenschaftsgeschichte, Giornale critico della filosofia italiana, Hegel-Jahrbuch, History of Science, History 
of Universities, Intersezioni, Isis, Jahrbuch für Universitätsgeschichte, Journal of the History of Philosophy, Kant-Studien, 
Medioevo, Philosophical News, Quaestio,  Review of Metaphysics, Rivista di storia della filosofia, Studi Kantiani, and Topoi. 
H-Index not available. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Riccardo_Pozzo 
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Andrew Prescott

Andrew Prescott is Professor of Digital Humanities at the University of Glasgow and AHRC Theme Leader Fellow for the 
‘Digital Transformations’ theme. He trained as a medieval historian and completed a doctorate on archival records of the 
Peasants’ Revolt of 1381 in England. Having developed a profound interest in archives, he was a Curator of Manuscripts at 
the British Library from 1979-2000, where he was involved in a number of pioneering digitisation projects, most notably 
‘Electronic Beowulf’. Andrew has also worked in libraries and digital humanities units at the University of Sheffield, 
University of Wales Lampeter and King’s College London. He tweets as @ajprescott and has a blog calledc Digital Riffs: 
https://medium.com/digital-riffs 

Archana Saad Akthar 

Archana Saad Akhtar is an Architect with a Masters in New Media Design from National Institute 
of Design, Ahmedabad (INDIA). In the past she has worked on conservation projects with INTACH, 
and has been working with the Aga Khan Trust for Culture since 2008 as Senior Programme 
Officer of Design and Outreach on the Nizamuddin Urban Renewal Initiative (New Delhi) and 
the Qutb Shahi Heritage Park (Hyderabad). Her responsibilities include effective documentation 
of the project activities and their outreach through various media like reports, publications, 
exhibitions and web portals amongst others. She has an active interest in creating meaningful 
visitor experience using digital technologies at our heritage sites, and is also a recipient of the 
Charles Wallace Scholarship to the UK during 2013.

Massimiliano Saccone 

Massimiliano Saccone is a technologist at Italian National Research Council. For many years he has been involved in 
research, organizational and technical activities in the fields of library & information sciences, scholarly communication, 
documentation, digital humanities, digital cultural heritage, Open Science and Open Access. Currently is the project officer 
of the CNR Department of Social Sciences and Humanities, Cultural Heritage (DSU) and coordinates the research and 
technical activities of the DSU related to research and digital infrastructures.

Babu Sebastian  

DR. Babu Sebastian is the Vice-Chancellor of Mahatma Gandhi University, Kottayam, Kerala, India 
and the ICT advisor of ICSSR, India.
He was the Director of the State Institute of Educational Technology, IT @ School project and 
VICTERS Educational channel, Government of Kerala.  He has long eleven years of experience in 
Digitaizing (Multi) Cultural Heritage and educational Audio, Video and interactive multimedia 
production.  He has developed the open and free learning web portal for the research and study of 
the students in the state of Kerala, India.
DR. Babu Sebastian holds a PhD, Masters in Arts, Masters in Business Administration, Masters in 
Foreign Trade and Post Graduate Diploma in Computer Applications.  He has written five books on 

Education, Technology and Digital contest Development.

Nishant Shah 

Nishant Shah is a professor of culture and aesthetics of digital media  and academic director of 
The Digital School at the Leuphana University,  Lüneburg, Germany. He is the co-founder of The 
Centre for Internet &  Society, Bangalore, India, where he was the Director-Research for 7  years 
and continues to serve on the governing council. Nishant works closely with the Digital Media 
and Learning network housed at the  University of California, Irvine, USA, and remains invested 
in global  networks around digital humanities, learning practices, and knowledge  processes. His 
current work is at the intersections of digital  humanities, social justice and participatory politics, 
informed by  questions of affect, identity, and openness.
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Peter Stockinger 

Prof. Dr. Peter Stockinger is full professor in communicati on, culture and language studies, 
discourse semioti cs, (new) media studies and knowledge modeling and representati on at the 
Insti tut Nati onal des Langues et Civilisati ons Orientales (INALCO) in Paris, France, where he heads 
the Intercultural Communicati on School. He is also member of the research lab PLIDAM (Pluralité 
des Langues et des Identi tés en Didacti ques : Acquisiti on, Médiati ons). 
His principal research topics recover digital media, digital culture and semioti cs, crosscultural 
communicati on and organizati onal communicati on, digital (audiovisual) archives, video corpus 
descripti on, indexing and repurposing; knowledge modeling and organizati on, ontology 
development.  He has created the Audiovisual Research Archives and worked as a coordinator 

or scienti fi c partner in more than 15 European R&D projects since 1996. He has published 8 scienti fi c monographs, 10 
collecti ve books and more than 80 scienti fi c arti cles in semioti cs, discourse analysis, digital media and knowledge modeling 
and representati on.

Gregor Strle 

Gregor Strle is a research fellow at the Scienti fi c Research Centre of the Slovenian Academy of 
Sciences and Arts. He is a philosopher working on interdisciplinary topics related to cogniti on 
and technology, connecti ng areas of cogniti ve sciences, computer sciences, and humaniti es. 
Some of his research interests include music cogniti on, semanti cs, computati onal analysis and 
representati on of cultural heritage informati on. Gregor has worked extensively on projects 
related to the innovati ve use of ICT in cultural heritage.

Manfred Thaller  

Manfred Thaller, born 1950. PhD (Modern History) 1975, University of Graz, Austria. 1978 - 1997 
research fellow / senior research fellow at the Max-Planck-Insti tut for History, Götti  ngen. Research 
on a general methodology of historical computer science. Since 1995 also professor of «Historical 
computer Science» at the University of Bergen, Norway.  2000 unti l reti rement 2015 Prof. of 
Humaniti es Computer Science at the University at Cologne, Germany.
Responsible for major digiti zati on and digital preservati on projects 1996 - 2015 in libraries, 
archives, museums. Member Strategy board of the eHumaniti es initi ati ve of the German Nati onal 
Ministry of Educati on and Research, 2010 – 2018.

Sukhadeo Thorat  

Sukhadeo Thorat is currently the Chairman of Indian Council of Social Science Research since April 
2011. He is Professor Emeritus, Jawaharlal Nehru University, since August 2014, Visiti ng Faculty 
at Department of Economics, Iowa State University, AMES and Director, Indian Insti tute of Dalit 
Studies, New Delhi. A Ph D. in Economics from Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, Prof 
Thorat had earlier held the positi on of Chairman, University Grants Commission, Government 
of India, New Delhi. Several initi ati ves have been taken under his leadership at ICSSR related 
to digiti zati on of data and development of research and infrastructure capaciti es. He has been 
honoured with the Padamshree (by Government of India), Vidyalankara, Lifeti me Achievement 
Award (by Purbanchal Academy of Oriental Studies in associati on with Ministry of HRD, Govt. of 

India) . In additi on, he has been honoured by several Universiti es and research insti tuti ons. His areas of Research include 
Agricultural Development, Rural Poverty, Insti tuti on and Economic Growth, Problems of Marginalized Groups, Economics 
of Caste System, Caste Discriminati on and Poverty, Human Development, Human Rights Issue, Thoughts of Ambedkar, 
Slums, Educati on.
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Vania Virgili  

Vania Virgili is senior research officer at the National Institute for Nuclear Physics (INFN) and advisor 
to the Italian Minister for Culture and Tourism, Hon. Dario Franceschini. She was educated at 
Sapienza University of Rome, where she received her M.A. (2007) in Sciences for Cultural Heritage 
and her Ph.D. (2011) in Chemical Sciences with a specialization in materials characterization of 
cultural heritage. Since 2007, she has been designing and managing European projects on research 
and development for cultural heritage interpretation and preservation. In 2012, she has turned 
the focus of her activities on planning and implementing European research infrastructures for 
Social Sciences, Humanities, and Cultural Heritage. Currently, she heads the Coordination Office 
of IPERION CH, which is a Horizon 2020 project carried out by a cross-disciplinary consortium 

of twenty-three partners from twelve Member States and one from the US. IPERION CH aims at establishing the pan-
European Research Platform in Heritage Science (E-RIHS) by integrating world-class national facilities at research centers, 
universities, and museums. IT coordinator of the Working Group on Technologies for Natural and Cultural Heritage of the 
IT-US bilateral agreement on science and technologies; Co-head (2014) of the VCC4-Impact, Advocacy and Outreach of the 
Digital Research Infrastructure for the Arts and Humanities-European Research Infrastructure Consortium (DARIAH-ERIC); 
visiting professor (Spring Term 2015) at the Department of Materials Science of the University of Maryland where she 
taught a graduate and an undergraduate course on Archaeometry and Conservation Sciences; visiting researcher (2012) at 
the Heritage and Cultural Learning Hub of the University of Birmingham; visiting researcher (2010) and Leonardo da Vinci 
fellow (2004-05) at the Laboratory of the Centre of Research and Restoration of the Museums of France. Her publication 
record includes cultural heritage related articles in the national newspaper il Sole-24 ore and influential position papers.

Jerca Vodušek Starič 

Martin Warnke 

Martin Warnke was born in 1955, studied in Berlin and Hamburg, acquired his PhD in theoretical 
physics in 1984, and then began his affiliation with the University of Lüneburg, where he was head 
of the computing and media center for many years. He finished his Habilitation at the University 
of Lüneburg in 2008, becoming an associate professor for digital media/cultural computer 
science, and was the university’s Director of the Institute for Culture and Aesthetics of Digital 
Media at the Faculty Culture. He is now Professor at the faculty. He is also a visiting professor 
in Vienna, Klagenfurt, and Basel and works in the fields of history, digital media, and the digital 
documentation of complex works of art. He is one of the directors of the DFG funded „Institute 
for advances Study in Media Cultures of Computer Simulation“ (mecs). He heads the Meta-Image 
research project, and works with the IFIP and the Gesellschaft für Informatik, as counsellor to the 

Zeitschrift für Medienwissenschaft.

Alison Weir 

Alison Weir is a Senior Policy Manager in the Big Data and Resources Team at the Economic and 
Social Research Council (ESRC). As part of her role at ESRC she is case officer for the UK Data Service 
and has previously managed a range of large social science surveys including Understanding 
Society and the Millennium Cohort Study. As such she has a keen interest in data discoverability 
and re-use.
Tamara West Tamara West works at the Ironbridge International Institute for Cultural Heritage at 
the University of Birmingham, where her research and teaching interests are in the transmission 
and enactment of memory, heritage and storytelling, the cultural and creative economies and 
cross sector collaboration.  She has worked on two large research projects that have explored 

the role of digital technologies  within culture -  the EU funded (FP7) project ‘Smart Culture’ which investigated how digital 
technologies might enable more democratic participation in cultural heritage, and how a quadruple helix model within 
locally embedded clusters might benefit both cultural heritage projects and also  regional economies; and the AHRC funded 
project ‘Media, Community and the Creative Citizen’ which explored creative participation and citizenship, creative and 
entrepreneurial networks, and co-creation in the context of a changing media landscape via the production of amongst 
other things a digital storytelling project. 
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Matthew Woollard  

Matthew Woollard is Director at the UK Data Archive at the University of Essex and directs 
the UK Data Service. His PhD (2005) was on the development of occupational classification 
schemes in the UK from 1690-1930. He has led the History Data Service (2002-2006) and was 
Associate Director of Digital Preservation and Systems at the UK Data Archive (2006-2010). As 
Director ensures the effective management, operation and development of the Archive as an 
umbrella organisation hosting multiple national services relating to the acquisition, curation and 
dissemination of digital data. He is the UK representative on the ESFRI SCI-SWG and the Vice Chair 
of the CESSDA Board of Directors.

Gonçalo Zagalo  

Gonçalo Zagalo Pereira has a degree and a Master in Philosophy. Before joining FCT, he was 
doing research in French contemporary philosophy at the Centre for Philosophy of Science of the 
University of Lisbon (CFCUL). In June 2012 he was hired by the Evaluation Office of FCT, where 
he was in charge of providing expert advice to the board of directors of FCT in all matters related 
to evaluation and promoting the necessary proceedings for assessing applications to the several 
R&D national funding instruments sponsored by FCT. In April 2015, he joined the Department of 
International Relations, where he manages the Portuguese involvement in several EU initiatives 
(EU-India Platform for Social Sciences and Humanities, the Trans-Atlantic Platform, OCEANERA-
NET).

Xenia Zeiler 

Xenia Zeiler is Associate Professor of South Asian Studies at the University of Helsinki, Finland. 
Her research is situated at the intersection of digital media, religion, and culture in India and the 
worldwide Indian community. Other research interests include global Hinduism and popular 
culture. She is author of numerous articles and book chapters on mediatized and digital Hinduism, 
including the first article on video games and Hinduism, on popular religion in contemporary 
India, on global Hinduism, and of a monograph on current transformations of Tantric traditions. 
She is co-founder and co-editor-in-chief of gamevironments. games, religion, and stuff (http://
http://www.gamevironments.org/), the first academic journal on video gaming and religion.
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